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THANK YOU FOR 3 DECADES, DR. HOLT  

The Calaboose Board of Directors recognizes & extends heartfelt appreciation to Dr. Elvin 

Holt.  A founding board member, Dr. Holt served as its president for the last 11 years, 

following the passing of museum founder, Johnnie Armstead.  During his tenure he 

has assumed almost every role—archivist, secretary, treasurer and community repre-

sentative, among others. He has been an integral part of the life of the organization for 

three decades.  Although he has retired as president, he remains active and engaged as the 

board’s archivist while sharing his experience and wisdom with others. THANK YOU, Dr. 

Holt!    

Dr. Holt, a native Texan, earned a B.A. in English from Prairie View A & M, magna cum 

laude. He taught high school English while pursuing an M.A. in English from Southwest 

Texas State University. After earning his M.A., he accepted a position at Angelo State 

University in San Angelo where he taught five English courses each semester. After two 

years at Angelo State, Elvin joined the faculty at the University of New Orleans where he 

taught four literature and writing courses each semester.  

After four years at UNO, he enrolled in the PH.D. program at the University of Kentucky, 

Lexington, where he studied under Professor Robert Hemenway, author of the first biog-

raphy of Zora Neale Hurston.  Dr. Hemenway directed Elvin's dissertation which explored 

politics and race in Hurston's writings. Elvin studied 19th and 20th century American 

literature and African American literature. After graduating from UK in 1983, he joined 

the faculty at Southwest Texas State University, retiring in August 2020 after 37 years. He 

taught courses in American literature, African American literature, African literature, and 

composition. He developed graduate courses focusing on William Faulkner, Richard 

Wright, Zora Neale Hurston, Langston Hughes, Ralph Ellison, James Baldwin, Gwendo-

lyn Brooks, Jessie Redmon Fauset, Flannery O'Connor, Toni Morrison, Alice Walker, and 

Colson Whitehead. 

Dr. Holt has published essays and reviews in Studies in American Humor, The Zora 

Neale Hurston Forum, Twentieth Century and Contemporary Literature, Writing Afri-

can American Women, African American National Biography, and Encyclopedia of 

African American Folklore. He is co-author, with Sandra Mayo, of Stages of Struggle and 

Celebration: A production History of Black Theatre in Texas (2016) and co-editor, with 

Sandra Mayo, of Acting Up and Getting Down: Plays by African American Texans 

(2014). He has presented papers at the Conference of the American Folklore Society, the 

Faulkner and Hurston Conference, the Conference of the National Association of African 

American Studies, Conference of the Texas Historical Association, the South Central 

Modern Language Association, and the National Council of Teachers of English, among 

others. In 2009 he received the Dean's Excellence in Teaching Award. His current re-

search focuses on the Harlem Renaissance and African American Modernists. 

Elvin devotes as much time as possible to community service. He is currently the archivist 

for the Calaboose and, for more than 20 years, has served as recording secretary for the 

Pride of San Marcos Lodge No. 494.  He is frequently asked to present talks on local black 

history for the San Marcos Public Library. 

Professor Holt is an avid collector of antique smoothing irons; he has more than 100 irons 

in his collection. He enjoys browsing antique shops searching for rare irons. 
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OUR MISSION 

The Calaboose Museum serves 
as a home for African Ameri-
can history and culture in San 
Marcos and Hays County. 
Through preservation, events, 
and education, the muse-
um strives to serve as not only 
an African American history 
museum but a center of support 
for the San Marcos community.  
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ABOUT  “TALES 
FROM THE JAIL” 

The purpose of the newsletter is 

to communicate with our mem-

bership all things Calaboose. We 

will focus on events, projects, 

associations, and our impact 

upon the community. Simply 

put, we will let you know what 

we are doing, why we are doing 

it, and how it will effect both the 

museum and the surrounding 

community. Our goal is not only 

to reach our membership, but to 

have members share it with 

family and friends so as to reach 

a broader audience. We also 

want to engage our readers;  to 

get them involved with the 

newsletter and the museum as a 

whole. We will be publishing on 

a quarterly basis with special 

editions as needed. 

Why did we name the newsletter 

Tales from the Jail? Since a 

calaboose, by definition is a jail, 

we figured it was fitting to tell 

tales from our little former jail 

in San Marcos. 

BRENT SALONE: PRESIDENT-ELECT & FACILITIES 
TRUSTEE 

“I see our exhibits improving and changing more frequently, leading to 
higher demand for the Calaboose. I also see more involvement with the 
city of San Marcos, and greater cultural diversity.” - Brent Salone 

Over the course of the pandemic the Board has been hard at work making phys-

ical improvements to the museum. Brent Salone has taken the lead on these 

endeavors.  He has been meeting and working with the city of San Marcos and 

the museum should be tip-top shape for our reopening in the near future. There 

are too many improvements to list in this space, but below are a few of the more 

obvious improvements. 

BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS 

Brent Salone  is a father of four and grand-

father of 5 grandsons. He stays busy with 

his family, community, and Church.  Be-

fore he retired he worked for AT&T where 

he did disaster recovery and network 

maintenance for 34 years. 

Lucky for us, Brent has a long history of 

public and non-profit work under his belt. 

He served on the Board of Trustees for the 

Children’s Advocacy Center for Bastrop, 

Caldwell, and Lafayette Counties for over 

ten years, including a term as president. 

After moving to San Marcos in 2013, Brent 

became involved with the San Marcos Art 

League, serving for four years as its Vice 

President. 

When asked about his vision for the future 

of the Calaboose, Brent replied: “I see our 

exhibits improving and changing more 

frequently, leading to higher demand for 

the Calaboose. I also see more involve-

ment with the city of San Marcos and 

greater cultural diversity.” 

Mr. Salone joined the board of the Cala-

boose in March, 2020, and is now the 

President-elect and the Facilities Trustee.  

Throughout the pandemic, he has played 

an invaluable role in working with the city 

in making repairs and improvements to 

our facility. 
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Two damaged windows have been replaced. This will 

maintain security and climate control of the building 

and better preserve the artifacts within. (left). The 

work was done with  a keen eye on maintaining the 

historical integrity of the building. 
 

The City has installed underground utilities in the 

neighborhood around the Calaboose and resodded the 

lawn around the museum (right). If you see Brent 

watering the grass, wave and say, “Hi!”  

The Calaboose now has a new sign. Its bright 

colors and maroon jail bars tell the world that 

our museum was formerly a jail. The new sign 

was designed to attract more people to the 

Calaboose. 



William A. (Bill) Brkich is one of the Calaboose’s newest board members joining in Janu-

ary, 2020. He recently earned his MA in History with a concentration in public history 

from Texas State University. He studied a diverse swath of topics including Southwestern 

& Texas history, museum studies, oral history, and Latino and African-American sports 

history. Bill has worked on two public exhibits for the Center of the Study of the South-

west: “Striving for Success: Latino Athletes at Texas State,” and “A Land without Borders: 

The Comanche Range and Land Use.” 

He joined the board to begin to put his education to work and to learn more about the 

inner workings of a small museum. His goals for the Calaboose are to increase accessibil-

ity of its documents and artifacts through the use of cloud technology and help the muse-

um make a more pronounced and positive impact upon the community. Bill has taken on 

the Editor & Creative Director of Tales from the Jail for the Calaboose. 

Bill resides in Cedar Park and also volunteers at Enchanted Rock State Natural Area as a 

historic interpreter and guide. He enjoys traveling and hiking along the historic trails, old 

rail lines and rivers of the Great Plains where he explores and discovers the histories of 

the small  towns that developed out of the old frontier. 

Dr. Skyller Walkes is a deeply impas-

sioned diversity, equity, accessibility and 

inclusion leader who champions social 

justice through critical dialogue with the 

hopes of impacting positive change within 

shared communities. As a graduate of the 

Adult, Professional, and Community Edu-

cation doctoral program at Texas State 

University, her scholarship focuses on 

Critical Race Theory, Afro-Latinx identity, 

art activism, race and intersectionality. 

She also holds three Bachelor’s degrees in 

the areas of Communications, English, 

and Mass Media Journalism from Rutgers 

University and a Master’s degree in Early 

Childhood Education and Administration 

from Kean University.  

In her current role as the inaugural Assis-

tant Dean of Diversity & Inclusion and 

Assistant Professor of Instruction in the 

College of Pharmacy at the University of 

Texas at Austin, Dr. Walkes serves as chief 

College of Pharmacy spokesperson for 

diversity and inclusion, while bringing 

leadership, vision, integrity, and an inten-

tionally inclusive team-oriented philoso-

phy to diversity, equity, accessibility, and 

inclusion efforts.  

Her work encompasses several interna-

tional projects for schools, regional librar-

ies and diversity community education for 

numerous entities, including the United 

States Embassy in Madrid, Spain, Diversi-

ty Abroad, and the Southwest Region of 

the Anti-Defamation League.  

Dr. Walkes has successfully developed and 

implemented a restorative justice and 

positive identity development curriculum 

at the Hays County Juvenile Detention 

Center, serves on the Steering Committee 

for the Hays Caldwell Women’s Center 

and on the Board of Directors for the Cala-

boose African-American History Museum, 

where she also serves as President and 

Director of Program Development. She 

also volunteers regularly with Centro Cul-

tural Hispano de San Marcos as an Amiga 

del Centro.  

Dr. Walkes’ professional associations in-

clude Executive Board Member for the 

Texas Association of Diversity Officers in 

Higher Education and Director of Univer-

sity Partnerships for the Black Doctoral 

Network. In addition to working with 

international, national, state, and local 

community organizations/ institutions 

around intercultural education, cultural 

humility, juvenile justice and sociopoliti-

cal reform, her redoubtable work sur-

rounding social justice in schools, univer-

sities, and neighboring communities is 

demonstrated in her steadfast civic en-

gagement and community involvement.  

INTRODUCING: BILL BRKICH 

OUR NEW PRESIDENT, SKYLLER WALKES 
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INTRODUCING: 
JAN POMEROY 

Jan Pomeroy has been the 

treasurer at the Calaboose 

since May 2020. She has 

worked for non-profits for 

over 10 years acting as 

bookkeeper, personal assis-

tant to the founder, graphics 

person and office manager.  

Jan is the mother to two 

grown children and is an ex-

hibiting artist in the San Mar-

cos Art League and Art Center. 

You will also see her in the Art 

Squared Arts Market on the 

second Saturday of each 

month. Her goals for the Cala-

boose are to keep accurate 

financial records, filing timely 

financial reports and keep the 

website updated and help 

where it is needed at the mu-

seum.  

Ginger Salone is a retired technology 

professional that joined the Cala-

boose Board of Directors in March 

2020. Her previous non-profit work 

includes 10 years on a board of an 

organization that promotes collabora-

tion and education between Texas 

state agency IT professionals.  She 

has worked in various capacities in 

her church such as teaching, organiz-

ing school supply drives and as chair 

of the leadership council. As a mother 

of 4 and grandmother of 5 grandsons, 

she has been active in PTA activities, 

soccer clubs, youth groups and 

scouts.   

Since joining the Calaboose board, 

she has assumed the responsibility of 

Secretary and attends to those duties, 

focusing on organizational operations 

and communi-

cations. She 

hopes to see the 

Calaboose take 

an expanding 

role in educat-

ing and inform-

ing the commu-

nity about the 

history and 

contributions of 

African Ameri-

cans in Hays 

County.  

INTRODUCING: GINGER SALONE 

Diana Garcia joined the Calaboose African-American History Museum Board of 

Directors in 2018. She works as a dual language educator for SMCISD and has 

taught for 25 years. Since 2009, she has served on the San 

Marcos Baha’is Local Spiritual Assembly. In 2011 she was 

elected to be the LSA’s secretary and has been voted to re-

main in that position each year since. She has also served on 

the board for the San Marcos Cinema Club since 2015. In 

2013 she joined the San Marcos Unitarian Universalist Fel-

lowship “Pass the Plate” donations committee. She is a Cen-

tro Cultural Amiga, and belongs to the Tomas Rivera Mexi-

can-American Children’s Book Awards Regional Committee. 

Her goals for the Calaboose is to offer more child-friendly 

activities and events and to host writer’s workshops and writing contests. 

INTRODUCING: ALEX BANBURY 

INTRODUCING: DIANA GARCIA 

Deacon Alex Banbury Jr. is a San Marcos native with deep ties to the Central Tex-

as community. He is the grandson of the late Harvey Miller, a local community 

activist, and son of the late Chris Banbury, who served as one of the first Crisis 

Counselors for the Austin Police Department from 1985-1995. Community service 

runs deep in his roots.  He is a current board member of the Calaboose (Co-

Curator, Sound/Video Tech) and the current president of the Dunbar Heritage 

Association, an organization founded by his grandfather.  

Among his many interests and talents, he is a licensed personal protection officer/ 

security guard and has performed personal security detail for President Barack 

Obama, John Legend, Bill Murray, Tiger Woods and many others. He currently 

works as a building engineer at a data hall in Austin, TX.  While he is not working 

or serving his community, he is working alongside his wife, Pastor Jonafa in their 

ministry where he serves as a deacon. He is the father of three children, Joshua 

(25), A’leya (23), and Xavier (17) and has been married to his lovely wife for over 

26 years.   4 



THE CALABOOSE 

AFRICAN AMERICAN 

 HISTORY MUSEUM 

Located in Hays County’s first jail 

constructed in 1873, the Cala-

boose African American History 

Museum (CAAHM) 

was organized in 1997 by Mrs. 

Johnnie Armstead. Actor and 

director, Robert Redford’s great-

grandfather, Zachariah P. Bugg, a 

former Confederate soldier, was 

the sheriff of Hays County when 

the Calaboose was built. When 

the second Hays County jail was 

built in 1884, the Calaboose was 

used to house black prisoners. 

Recognized as a Recorded Texas 

Historic Landmark in 1990, the 

building served as a USO facility 

for black soldiers during World 

War II and as a community cen-

ter and café.   

The Calaboose 
African American 
 History Museum 

 

200 W Martin Luther King Drive. 
San Marcos, Texas, 78666 

 
Mailing Address 

P.O. Box 481 
San Marcos, TX 78667 
Phone: 512-393-8421 

E-mail: 
info@calaboosemuseum.org 

 
 

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Dr. Skyller Walkes—President 

Brent Salone—Vice President, Facilities Trustee 

Jan Pomeroy—Treasurer 

Ginger Salone—Recording Secretary 

Dr. Elvin Holt—Archivist 

Linda Kelsey-Jones—Curator 

Alex Banbury—Co-Curator, Audio/Video Specialist 

Rose Brooks—Community Liaison 

Diana Garcia—Coordinator of Children’s Activities 

William (Bill) Brkich—Editor, Tales From the Jail 
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